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THE KALAHARI 

 

The name Kalahari is derived from the Tswana word “Kgala”, meaning the great thirst, or “Kgalagadi”, meaning the waterless place. The southern 
Kalahari, due to its location and climatic conditions, receives somewhat more rain than the central Kalahari. It is for this reason that the southern 
Kalahari is frequently referred to as the “Green Kalahari”. Within the reaches of Tswalu lie the Korranaberg Mountains, a quartzite formation attached 
to the Olifantshoek Supergroup. The mountains form a huge basin which acts as a natural catchment area and provides a healthy water table, enabling 
the reserve to support a large diversity of life. 

 

Tswalu is a vast, magical land of infinite possibility, with sweeping vistas and a liberating sense of space. The green Kalahari is nature at its most 
diverse and surprising, and to spend time here is to be touched by exuberant, soulful beauty. Considered important for thousands of years, we’re 
now striving to conserve this breath-taking landscape for future generations. 

 

Tswalu lets you reconnect with the richness of the earth. It offers an escape to a place that’s governed by the ancient rhythms of the seasons, rather 
than the clock and the calendar. It offers a vision of hope that brings together conservation, research and unrivalled safari experience. Everything we 
do is centred around our creed: To leave our world better than how we found it. 

 

Because of its unique landscape, wildlife and safari experience, Tswalu works perfectly with any South African itinerary and provides the ideal 
partnership with both the Lowveld game farms and Cape Town.  

 

The many San Engraving sites at Tswalu testify to the importance with which earlier inhabitants regarded the green Kalahari. It gave them sanctuary 
and both physical and spiritual nourishment. During the 20th Century, this link between people and their surroundings was disrupted by attempts at 
cattle farming and hunting. 

Tswalu is a labour of love for the Oppenheimer family, who took responsibility for this remarkable reserve in 1998. Since then, their commitment to 
conservation has seen indigenous species re-introduced, and real strides made towards the restoration of the Kalahari, and the undoing of years of 
neglect. 

In its new incarnation as a private nature reserve and conservation success story, Tswalu is bringing this ultimate ambition a little closer each day: To 
leave the world better than how we found it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


